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SUB J : US CUSTOMS OP THUNDERBOLT 

REF BOGOTA 3606, 2532; STATE 59120, DEA 6800 

1. MISSION HAS RECEIVED VIA DEA CHANNELS COPY OF PLAN FOR US CUSTOMS 
OP THUNDERBOLT AIMED AT INTERDICTING NARCOTICS AND OTHER 
TRAFFICKING CARRIED ON BY CREWS GRAN COLOMB IAN A LINES VESSELS. PLAN, 
DATED APR 15, INDICATES THAT OP IS ALREADY UNDERWAY. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION OF THIS. 

2. IF IT IS IN EFFECT, MISSION BFT.TF.VES AS INDICATED, THAT WE MUST 

INFORM GOC AND IN PARTICULAR DAS, WHOSE AGENTS REGULARLY WORK UNDER 
COVER ON GRANCOLOMBIANA LINES SHIPS- OF BASIC OUTLINES OP 
THUNDERBOLT. THIS IN ORDER MAINTAIN OUR CREDIBILITY AND OPERATIONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS LATELY STRAINED BY NARE INCIDENT AND NY TIMES SERIES 
ON NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING IN LA. 

3. AS DEPT KNOWS QUESTION WAS RAISED, SUBJ TO OVERALL USG 
COORDINATION, AS TO SANCTIONS THAT WOULD BE APPLIED AGAINST 
GRANCOLOMBIANA LINES IN THE CASE OF APPREHENSIONS OF TRAFFICKERS ON 
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CONFISCATION. OP THUNDERBOLT DOES NOT COVER THIS ASPECT. 

WHAT IS THE PLANNING IN THIS REGARD AND WHAT IS USG POSITION? 

AS DEPT KNOWS VERY SENSITIVE FACTORS ARE INVOLVED, INCLUDING 
ELEMENT THAT SOME GOC INTEREST OBTAINS IN FLOTA GRANCOLOMBIANA 
WHICH RAISES QUESTIONS OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY IN CONNECTION WITH 
ANY PROPOSED CONFISCATION OF VESSELS. WE BELIEVE IT ESSENTIAL 
AS WELL TO INFORM THE GOC OF WHAT USG RPT USG POLICY IS TO BE IN 
THIS REGARD SO THEY CAN BE FULL FOREWARNED. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: 

A) THAT DEPT CONFIRM THAT OP THUNDERBOLT IS IN EFFECT. 

B) THAT WE BE GIVEN AUTHORIZATION TO BRIEF DAS AND OTHER GOC 
AGENCIES AS APPROPRIATE ON GENERAL OUTLINE AND RUDIMENTS OF OP. 

C) THAT WE BE INFORMED OF US POLICY REGARDING SANCTIONS AGAINST 
GRANCOLOMBIANA AND WHETHER PHASED PLAN OF IMPOSING SANCTIONS HAS BEEN 
AGREED UPON AND IF SO WHETHER IT IS IN EFFECT. 
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